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§ 261b.8 Meetings closed to public ob-
servation under regular proce-
dures.

(a) A meeting or a portion of a meet-
ing will be closed to public observation
under regular procedures, or informa-
tion as to such meeting or portion of a
meeting will be withheld only by re-
corded vote of a majority of the mem-
bers of the agency when it is deter-
mined that the meeting or the portion
of the meeting or the withholding of
information qualifies for exemption
under § 261b.5. Votes by proxy are not
allowed.

(b) Except as provided in subsection
(c) of this section, a separate vote of
the members of the agency will be
taken with respect to the closing or
the withholding of information as to
each meeting or portion thereof which
is proposed to be closed to public obser-
vation or with respect to which infor-
mation is proposed to be withheld pur-
suant to this section.

(c) A single vote may be taken with
respect to a series of meetings, a por-
tion or portions of which are proposed
to be closed to public observation or
with respect to any information con-
cerning such series of meetings pro-
posed to be withheld, so long as each
meeting or portion thereof in such se-
ries involves the same particular mat-
ters and is scheduled to be held no
more than thirty days after the initial
meeting in such series.

(d) Whenever any person’s interests
may be directly affected by a portion of
a meeting for any of the reasons re-
ferred to in exemption (a)(5), (a)(6) or
(a)(7) of § 261b.5 of this part, such per-
son may request in writing to the Sec-
retary of the Board that such portion
of the meeting be closed to public ob-
servation. The Secretary, or in his or
her absence, the Acting Secretary of
the Board, will transmit the request to
the members and upon the request of
any one of them a recorded vote will be
taken whether to close such meeting to
public observation.

(e) Within one day of any vote taken
pursuant to paragraphs (a) through (d)
of this section, the agency will make
publicly available at the Board’s Pub-
lic Affairs Office and Freedom of Infor-
mation Office a written copy of such

vote reflecting the vote of each mem-
ber on the question. If a meeting or a
portion of a meeting is to be closed to
public observation, the agency, within
one day of the vote taken pursuant to
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion, will make publicly available at
the Board’s Public Affairs Office and
Freedom of Information Office a full,
written explanation of its action clos-
ing the meeting or portion of the meet-
ing together with a list of all persons
expected to attend the meeting and
their affiliation, except to the extent
such information is determined by the
agency to be exempt from disclosure
under subsection (c) of the Act and
§ 261b.5 of this part.

(f) Any person may request in writing
to the Secretary of the Board that an
announced closed meeting, or portion
of the meeting, be held open to public
observation. The Secretary, or in his or
her absence, the Acting Secretary of
the Board, will transmit the request to
the members of the Board and upon the
request of any member a recorded vote
will be taken whether to open such
meeting to public observation.

[42 FR 13297, Mar. 10, 1977, as amended at 44
FR 11750, Mar. 2, 1979]

§ 261b.9 Changes with respect to pub-
licly announced meeting.

The subject matter of a meeting or
the determination to open or close a
meeting or a portion of a meeting to
public observation may be changed fol-
lowing public announcement under
§ 261b.6 only if a majority of the mem-
bers of the agency determines by a re-
corded vote that agency business so re-
quires and that no earlier announce-
ment of the change was possible. Pub-
lic announcement of such change and
the vote of each member upon such
change will be made pursuant to
§ 261b.6(c). Changes in time, including
postponements and cancellations of a
publicly announced meeting or portion
of a meeting or changes in the place of
a publicly announced meeting will be
publicly announced pursuant to
§ 261b.6(c) by the Secretary of the Board
or, in the Secretary’s absence, the Act-
ing Secretary of the Board.
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